
PEOPLE FLEE FOR MANY REASONS
War and persecution are forcing more and more people to flee. Hunger, poverty and a drastic 
deterioration in living conditions – often exacerbated by the consequences of climate change – are 
driving many people to leave their homes. Many refugees and migrants become victims of violence, 
abuse and slavery. Thousands lose their lives on the perilous journey. Worldwide, most of these deaths 
occur at Europe’s external borders in the Mediterranean.
 
WE HAVE A RESPONSIBILITY TO PROTECT REFUGEES
The EU hosts just nine percent of the world’s refugees. The vast majority of refugees remain in the 
Global South. Many are internally displaced; others seek protection in neighbouring countries. Europe 
must do more to meet its global responsibility to protect refugees. We need to step up support to 
countries such as Lebanon, Uganda and Turkey that host many refugees. We must drastically increase 
the admission of refugees under the UN Resettlement Programme and humanitarian visas for asylum 
seekers. We also urgently need a fair distribution of refugees within the EU.
 
WE NEED TO FIGHT THE DRIVERS OF FORCED MIGRATION
Instead of fighting those who flee, we need to systematically tackle the various drivers of forced 
migration. This means creating conditions that allow people to stay in their country because they want 
to – and not because they are prevented from leaving it due to EU deals with third countries. It would 
also mean that people leave their country because they want to – not because they are forced to do so 
by violence, persecution or hunger. The fight against the drivers of forced migration is not directed 
at those who flee, but is directed against the causes of displacement, persecution and forced migration.
 
ACTIONS SPEAK LOUDER THAN WORDS
We must do much more to improve the situation of people in their home countries. The EU must stop 
fuelling wars with European weapons. Emergency relief for people suffering from humanitarian crises and 
famines must be drastically increased. Instead of destroying local markets in developing countries 
by flooding them with highly subsidized European products, the EU needs to conclude trade agreements 
that offer genuine development prospects to countries in the Global South. Finally, as one of the main 
causes of climate-related migration, the EU must systematically implement the Paris climate agreement 
and help developing countries cope with the consequences of climate change.
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