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FOREWORD 
Caroline Lucas MP

The upcoming 
referendum presents 
those of us who 
support the EU with an 
enormous challenge, 
and a huge opportunity 
too. In recent months 

we have seen the EU seemingly at its worst – little 
short of a coup in its dealings with the financial 
crisis in Greece, the needless suffering and death 
of desperate refugees and asylum seekers arriving 
on our shores, and the continued rush towards 
signing the corporate trade deal TTIP. It would be 
easy to turn against the EU but, instead, I believe 
that those of us on the progressive side of politics 
have a real opportunity to highlight the powerful 
force for good that a political union like the 
European Union can be.

It’s true that the EU’s current direction of travel 
is worrying, and that many of its actions in 
recent months have been reprehensible. But, the 
policies of the EU are shaped by the politics of its 
member states - and not of the institution itself. 
At present, the Council and Commission hold the 
reins of power – meaning that the EU’s current 
position is reflective of the free-market policies 
of governments like our own. Corporate lobbyists, 
whose offices surround the European Parliament 
buildings in Brussels, wield far too much influence 

over EU laws and their ability to sway decision 
makers must be curtailed. Instead, the directly 
elected Parliament should have more power, and 
the Council and Commission must become more 
transparent and accountable to the people of 
Europe.

Through serious reform of this kind, the huge 
potential that the EU has can be realised - 
potential to spread peace and security, and to 
protect democracy and human rights at home 
and throughout the world. Many of the debates 
on Britain’s membership of the EU focus on the 
benefits and drawbacks of the single market - but 
the EU is much more than that. In this globalised 
world – where multinational companies cross 
borders with ease – we need a cross-border 
organisation that gives us a powerful collective 
voice to advance the inter-related principles of 
environmental, economic and social justice. The 
growing refugee crisis on our continent shows 
the human cost of European countries failing to 
act in unison – and it’s only through cross-border 
solidarity that we have any chance of reaching a 
workable solution.

But we won’t win the argument for remaining in 
the EU on lofty principles or proposals for reform 
alone. The simple fact is that we’re all better off in 
our day to day lives because Britain is a member 
of the EU. I don’t have to go far from my home in 
Brighton to appreciate the impact of EU rules: we 
can all enjoy our far cleaner beaches because of 
the Bathing Water Directive; beautiful birds like 

the red kite – protected by the Bird’s Directive - 
are an increasingly common sight on the South 
Downs. People in my constituency are protected 
by EU rules which limit the number of hours they 
are expected to work and guarantee them holiday 
and sick pay. For people in Britain and across 
the continent the EU also represents our best 
chance of tackling climate change and building a 
sustainable, secure economy that works for our 
children and grandchildren.

Right now, the arguments for leaving the EU seem 
to many to be more attractive than ever - what 
better way to protest the appalling treatment of 
Greece, the failure to deal effectively with the 
current refugee crisis, and the secret negotiation 
of a free-market trade deal than rejecting the 
institution responsible? But ultimately we must 
recognise that it is governments like our own 
driving these policies, and that the EU has the 
power to protect human rights, stand up to global 
corporations and fight climate change in a way 
that no country can alone. In this referendum, I’ll 
be fighting for Britain to stay in the EU - and for an 
EU that uses its huge power to be a real force for 
change. 



wading knee-deep through 
sewage when paddling at the beach; nor 
drinking tap water contaminated with a cocktail 
of pesticides. Neither is seeing forests across 
Europe dying as a result of the acid-rain pollution 
belching from the UK’s coal-fired power stations. 
Those people contemplating voting no to continued 
membership of the European Union (EU) need 
to reflect that this was the reality before the EU 
stepped in and made successive UK governments 
clean-up our act. 

If the UK were to leave the EU, all the indications 
from early actions of the new Conservative 
Government are that, yet again, our environment 
would get a battering. If we leave the EU then 
the UK will once more become the dirty man of 
Europe; an unpleasant description that we held in 
the late 1980s and early 90s.

The EU needs significant reform, both in terms of 
democracy and its most disastrous policies, such 
as the Common Agriculture Policy or Common 

Fisheries Policy. But more than anything it needs to 
find its purpose. 

The EU could and should be a global force for 
good. As a large market its product policies 
can influence standards across the globe. Its 
chemical legislation is slowly eradicating the 
most dangerous chemicals from the products we 
buy, and overseas manufacturers are adjusting 
their products in order to comply with tougher 
EU standards. EU targets for carbon pollution 
from cars is driving investment in electric cars by 
the global car giants. The UK alone has no hope 
of influencing global markets in this way. Most 
importantly the EU needs to remember the reasons 
it exists. Preventing wars and driving up the living 
standards of all its citizens are chief amongst 
these. 

Sadly, influenced by free market fundamentalists 
and pursuing a simplistic obsession with 
economic growth it has seriously lost its way. 
Nowhere is this more obvious than the madcap 

negotiations for a free-trade deal with the USA; 
the Transatlantic Trade and Investment Partnership 
(TTIP). TTIP has the stated aim of harmonising 
environmental, food and consumer standards 
on both sides of the Atlantic, under the guise of 
‘removing barriers to trade’. Yet standards in the 
USA are often far weaker than in the EU. The TTIP 
deal not only threatens current environmental and 
health safeguards, it could significantly hinder the 
ability to introduce new tougher laws. 

It’s difficult to be in love with the EU at the 
moment. The priority European President 
Jean-Claude Juncker is putting on economic 
growth, his push for a TTIP agreement and his 
attack on nature laws is driving people towards 
the ‘no to Europe’ camp. My view is our job as 
environmentalists is to fight within Europe to 
significantly reform it, and defeat the free market 
fundamentalists. And frankly, the alternative 
to being in the EU is much worse, unless you 
relish the prospect of wading knee-deep through 
sewage.  

Why leaving the EU could signal the 
return of the dirty man of Europe
Craig Bennett, CEO of Friends of the Earth
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Syriza has fought to change the neoliberal, divisive 
policies dominating the Eurozone and to put an 
end to the catastrophic consequences of austerity 
imposed on the lower and middle classes of the 
people of EU. The ‘forced’ agreement reached 
in July 2015 confirmed that the irrational and 
unjust doctrines of neoliberalism have now 
eroded European institutions. It is this agreement, 
however, that has increased our determination, our 
resolve and the urgency with which we have to 
fight in order to divert the EU from the destructive 
path it has taken. We have not been defeated: our 
‘yes’ to Europe is not the product of compliance. 
On the contrary, it is a ‘yes’ to a Europe defined by 
its founding principles: democracy, social justice 
and equality; it is a ‘yes’ to change and return 
to these principles. We can achieve this change 
through the creation of a united front of the people 
of Europe, demanding the control of our political, 
social and economic institutions. 

Our common struggle has to take place 
simultaneously, on different social levels: On the 
European level, we have to create cross-European 
party alliances in order to oppose the destruction 
of the EU. On the level of national politics, we 
have to remove the neoliberal, pro-austerity 
governments of Europe. On the grassroots level, 
we have to create a pan-European anti-austerity 
movement. 

Greece has been the victim that exposed the 
true state of the current EU: the combined debt 
of the EU countries is increasing, inequality is 
widening, democracy has been subordinated to 
the neoliberal financial institutions, nationalism, 
fascism and xenophobia are on the rise. The 
problems faced by Greece, Spain, Italy and other 
European countries, are symptomatic of existing 
structural deficiencies. The populations of these 
countries have been impoverished and generations 
of young unemployed Europeans are doomed to a 
bleak future. 

In this context, the progressive forces of Europe 
have to unite in order to enter a war against the 
neo-liberal, anti-European forces that threaten 
the unity of our continent. During the negotiations 
the masks have fallen and their dystopian vision 
has been exposed: working for a ‘two’ speed EU, 
what they are actually planning is the creation 
of a protectorate within the EU, a protectorate 
subordinated to the interests of international 
capital leading to the destruction of our social 
and political life, our rights, our environment. Our 
‘yes’ is the promise that we will not allow the 
destruction of Europe.

Why I’m still yes, despite the 
Eurozone’s approach to Greece
Marina Prentoulis, Syriza London spokesperson
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  that we could dismantle the 
EU and come back to the national borders, to the 
national politics, to the national currencies, and 
face in an individual way all the common problems, 
interests and challenges that we will keep on 
sharing.

It’s true that the scenario in which the EU was born 
has nothing to do with the current one. The idea 
of preventing armed wars among the EU countries 
is not a need nowadays. The world was polarised 
between the United States and the Soviet Union and 
a third, European, pole was a good way to cool the 
Cold War a little bit. The idea of extending stable 
democracies to the periphery, with all the rights 
and liberties that involves, was a worthy ideal. The 
development of social protection, education, health 
systems, trade, and freedom of movement fostered 
an extension of the wellbeing of many people and 
communities. And these goals have been achieved. I 
saw the change in my country (Spain).

It’s not fair to say that the EU has not worked for its 

original – and valuable – aim. It did, and it keeps on 
doing so in many fields.

It’s true that some of the European Institutions are 
not directly elected by the holders of sovereignty 
- the citizens. But we have a European Parliament 
where we can choose our representatives directly 
and ask them for accountability.

It is true that the EU is sometimes far away from 
being a defender of the wills and needs of the 
European common people, but it’s also true that 
there are many wolves – called lobbies - economic 
powers muttering to some ears, pressing and buying 
either elected politicians or senior officers to bend 
laws and political decisions in their own interest. The 
EU’s problem is that economic powers, big finance, 
big companies and multinationals are working 
together for their own interests. But they would do 
the same without the EU institutions.

The problem is not the EU, the problem is not 
walking together. Actually, this is the solution.

We need more Europe: we, the peoples of Europe, 

can’t walk alone anymore. We need to foster 
democracy inside European institutions. We have 
to demand more transparency, accountability, and 
participation of the people and communities in 
European decisions.

Economic powers will keep on working together for 
their very own interests, they are coordinated and 
they have plans, so we, the grassroots, should do 
the same. And the European institutions are the best 
fora for facing and fighting them.

We need to push for a change, all together, all 
the progressive movements of Europe. We need 
more democracy, and it means the empowerment 
of the people, the demands of accountability and 
transparency, the occupation of the institutions by 
the citizenship, by the common people. We can’t 
leave all the room to the wolves, so we need a 
stronger Parliament, the directly elected chamber 
where our wills have voice and weight.

Another Europe is possible. It’s in our hands, so let’s 
work together for a Europe of the People and for the 
People. Say YES to Europe, say YES to democracy.

Why grassroots democracy 
needs the EU
Lola Sanchez Caldentey MEP, Podemos
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Information 
flows over state borders, making 
censorship and control hard. A 
great deal of power is placed in the 
hands of citizens and innovators. 
At the same time, large global and 
national companies try to leverage 
their power, by attempting to 
dominate vast markets and lobbying 
bureaucrats to write laws in their 
favour.

Should laws about the Internet, 
privacy and telecommunications 
be passed back to nation states? 
These laws define our relationships 
with corporations, what they know 

about us, and how they are able 
to use the information they collect 
about us. They protect our access 
to information, and the neutrality 
of the pen Internet. European law 
has created vital guarantees which 
require that rights of privacy and 
free expression are protected. Those 
guarantees are often much weaker 
in the UK and USA.

It is hard to imagine the UK writing 
laws that are significantly different 
than those that are created at 
the EU. Multinational companies 
operating in international markets 
need international regulation. 
Businesses simply can’t function 
properly if laws of privacy and data 
protection change across Europe. It 
may be an uncomfortable truth, but I 
suspect that a UK outside of Europe 
would be obliged in practice to copy 

and paste EU Internet law into our 
statute book. How would that give us 
more democracy or power?

Pragmatic arguments don’t win 
hearts and minds of course. Whether 
we stay in Europe or leave it needs 
to address questions of our identity, 
values and our belief in a common 
future. I am impressed at times by 
Europe’s ability to see the need to 
protect the rights of citizens, as it 
has done with mass surveillance. 
It is the EU Parliament, rather than 
our own, that has led criticism of 
the UK’s vast programmes of data 
gathering targeting all of us as 
potential suspects.

The EU at times proposes laws with 
insight and vision, like the Data 
Protection Regulation, which seeks 
to give us control of our personal 

data. Yet the squabbles and attempts 
by the UK to water it down on the 
behalf of global tech, advertising and 
pharma businesses shows the seedy 
side of the EU.

Lobbying power is one of two 
dirty secrets at the EU. The other 
is that nation states wield the 
real power. While the rhetoric of 
Eurosceptics tries to portray a 
bureaucratic, inefficient and power 
hungry Commission and Parliament, 
elected by nobody and pursuing its 
own agenda, the truth is that it is 
British, German, French and other 
governments who decide on the 
laws we get.

Governments sit at the EU 
Council and act in the interests 
of their domestic businesses and 
national governments, with the 

Why the EU is essential for 
safeguarding digital rights
Jim Killock, Executive Director of Open Rights Network
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uncomfortable result that European laws are 
often written to do things that the member states’ 
ministers would be unlikely to get away with at 
home.

Europe needs a strong dose of transparency 
and democracy. Strengthening the democratic 
Parliament and demanding the EU Council says 
which member state argues for what, as they 
argue for changes to legislation, is vital to make 
our own government accountable for their 
demands at the EU. The debate we need is about 
the accountability of both the EU and our own 
government to its citizens.

The UK has a lot to give to Europe – its history of 
immigration, even though that seems forgotten by 
the current government, parliamentary democracy 
and all its traditions, but also many more recent 
things. When I’m in the UK I always admire the 
amount of grassroots initiatives and local activism 
and the spirit of creativity that is almost tangible. 
Be it local currencies, community gardens, support 
for refugees, Brits always seem to take the 
initiative. That is something we desperately need 
elsewhere in Europe as well.

But the UK also benefits from the European Union. 
The environmental laws, for example, or any hope 
for financial regulation - that will have to come 
via Brussels. The UK has an important voice in the 
world – but it has gained a lot of importance by 
being part of a bigger club and in close contact 
with other EU countries. 

Even more – the European Greens would be at 
loss without the Green Party of England and Wales 
(assuming Scotland stays in). GPEW is the oldest 
Green party on the continent. It has the most 
experience, a formidable surge, brilliant campaigns 
(and TV spots) and some of our best MEPs! Where 
we would be without the brains and energy of 
Jean, Molly and Keith I don’t even want to think 
about. 

European politics are not per se better than 
national politics. But only together can we answer 
the challenges that are global, not local, such as 
climate change or receiving refugees. We need to 
make the EU a better union. But to do so, we need 
you in. We need to gather our forces and make 
the Green surge throughout Europe. Don’t leave 
us alone!

Why European Greens 
want the UK ‘in’
Ska Keller MEP, German Greens 

7WHY I’M YES TO THE EU



facebook.com/TheGreenParty

www.greenparty.org.uk

@TheGreenParty


